Curriculum Vitae

Chelsea Chamberlain
4416 Osage Ave, Apt 3
Philadelphia, PA 19104
chelsc@sas.upenn.edu
208-412-1468
Education
2019 
PhD Candidate (ABD), History, University of Pennsylvania. PhD expected 2021.
Dissertation: “‘Receiving, Sorting, and Disposing of Children’: The Place of Human Defect in Progressive America” 
Committee: Kathy Peiss (chair), Sarah Barringer Gordon, Beth Linker
Exam Fields: US, Colonial to Modern; US Legal History; History and Theory of Medicine and Disability

2015 
MA in History, University of Montana
Thesis: “‘Why Wait Until They Commit a Crime?’: Moral Imbecility and the Problem of Knowledge in Progressive America.” Committee: Kyle Volk (advisor), Jeff Wiltse, Susan Pearson (Northwestern University)
2012 
BA in History, Summa Cum Laude; Minor, Math, Whitworth University, Spokane, Washington
Publications
Short Articles
2019
“Discovery, Interrupted,” Nursing CLIO, Adventures in the Archives Series, https://nursingclio.org/2019/02/05/discovery-interrupted/
Reviews

2020
The Mismeasure of Minds: Debating Race and Intelligence between Brown and The Bell Curve, by Michael Staub, Disability Studies Quarterly (forthcoming)
Awards
2018
Dean’s Award for Distinguished Teaching by Graduate Students, School of Arts and Sciences, University of Pennsylvania
2017

Penn Prize for Excellence in Teaching by Graduate Students, University of Pennsylvania
2014 

Harry Fritz Best Paper Prize for “Disguising Dependence: Scientific Philanthropy and 
Disability in the Gilded Age,” Phi Alpha Theta Northwest Regional Conference (Coeur D’Alene, ID)
Grants and Fellowships
2019

Travel Grant, National Science Foundation for American Association for History of Medicine Conference 

2018-2019
Research Fellowship, Consortium for History of Science, Technology, and Medicine

Funding to conduct research at: College of Physicians of Philadelphia, American Philosophical Society, University of Toronto, Cold Springs Harbor, and the Rockefeller Archive Center
2018

Dean’s Travel Subvention, School of Arts and Sciences, University of Pennsylvania
2018

Dissertation Research Fellowship, University of Pennsylvania
2017-2018
Graduate Fellow for Teaching Excellence, Center for Teaching and Learning, University of Pennsylvania

2016-2017
W.E. Lingelbach Fellowship, University of Pennsylvania

2015-2016
Benjamin Franklin Fellowship, University of Pennsylvania
2015-2018
Lilly Graduate Fellowship

Fellows from across the humanities participate in common readings, conferences, and discussions that explore the intersections of Christianity and higher learning by drawing on classical and contemporary works of art, literature, theology, history, and philosophy. 
2014

August and Mary Sobotka Internship, Montana State Historic Preservation Office

2013-2015
Graduate Teaching Fellowship, University of Montana
Presentations
2020

“Heredity, Environment, and Incident: Parental Explanations for Feebleminded Children in Progressive America,” Berkshire Conference of Women Historians, Baltimore, May (forthcoming).
2020


“Institutionalization, Family, and the Meaning of Childhood at the Pennsylvania 
Training School for Feeble-Minded Children, 1900-1910,” Annenberg Seminar in History, University of Pennsylvania, February (forthcoming).
2019

“‘A few years at your celebrated school will almost bring her back to normal’: When Parents Chose the Eugenic Institution,” American Society for Legal History, Boston, November.
2019


“The Permeable Institution: How Families Built and Disrupted Institutions for the 
Feebleminded, 1890-1910,” American Association for the History of Medicine, Columbus, April.

2019


“The Myth of Human Equality: Intelligence Testing, Exceptional Children, and the 
Making of Institutional Citizens, 1910-1930,” Andrea Mitchell Center for the Study of Democracy Graduate Workshop Series, University of Pennsylvania, January.

2018


“Clearinghouse: The Special Class, the Psychological Clinic, and Ability-Based 
Segregation, 1910-1917” Colloquium on the History and Theory of Psychology, York University, Toronto, November.
2017


“The Voyeuristic Archive: Ethically Investigating the Violent and Taboo,” Graduate 
Student Curatorial Series, Kislak Center, University of Pennsylvania, April.
2017

“The Complexities of Close Quarters: Affection and Disruption in the 

History of American Institutions,” Poster Presentation, American Association on Intellectual and Developmental Disability Annual Conference, Hartford, June.

2017


“The Complexities of Close Quarters,” American Psychological Association Annual 
Conference, Washington DC, August.
2017

“Reflections on the Future/s of Disability Studies,” Disability Studies: A 

History, Conference Roundtable, University of Pennsylvania, March

2014 


“‘A Matter of Right and Not of Charity’: The Early History of the Montana State School 
in Boulder, 1893-1950,” Montana Historical Society Lecture Series, September
2014


“Claiming Moral Imbecility: The Promises and Perils of Democratized Knowledge,” 
Lockridge History Workshop, University of Montana, October
2014

“Disguising Dependence: Scientific Philanthropy and Disability in the 

Gilded Age,” Phi Alpha Theta Northwest Regional Conference (Coeur D’Alene, ID), April
Teaching

2019

TA Training Coordinator, Center for Teaching and Learning, University of Pennsylvania

2019

Price Lab Teaching Associate for the Digital Humanities



Course: Transformations of Urban America: Making the Unequal City, 1945-Present

2018

TA Trainer, Center for Teaching and Learning, University of Pennsylvania 

2016-2018
Graduate Teaching Assistant, University of Pennsylvania

Courses: Early American South, Modern American South, Modern American Cultural History, The American West
2013-2015
Graduate Teaching Assistant, University of Montana

Courses: Early American History Survey, Modern American History Survey
Professional Activity
2020

Humanities Advisor, The Fate of Human Beings, Documentary Film (preproduction)

2019

Public History Award Committee Member, Disability History Association

2019-2020
Graduate Student Colloquium Co-Organizer, University of Pennsylvania

2018

Search Committee, Twentieth-Century US, Graduate Student Representative

2016-2018 
Disability Studies Working Group Co-Leader, University of Pennsylvania

Organized the 2017 conference “Disability Studies: A History,” which included obtaining over $10,000 in grants to support the conference

2016-2017 
Clio Co-President, History Graduate Student Organization, University of Pennsylvania
2014

National Register Nomination, Montana State Training School Historic District, Approved 

Memberships and Affiliations

Organization of American Historians

American Society for Legal History

Society for Disability Studies
Disability History Association
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