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Purpose:
This seminar surveys recent scholarship on the economic history of Europe from the period of late antiquity to the 21st century.  It will proceed broadly in chronological order, offering a selection of readings with occasional, comparative forays into a wider world.

Readings:
All readings may be obtained from Van Pelt Library.  The list will be supplemented as the semester progresses in accordance with students’ interests.  Because the number of texts is large, students are urged to cooperate with one another and coordinate their use to reduce inconvenience.

Assignments:
This seminar relies upon reading and discussion.  Accordingly, all members will be expected to prepare and contribute on a regular basis.  Each week, members will present a text or texts that are relevant to the day’s topic.  Each will prepare a brief, informal summation of no more than one typed page that attempts to articulate the basic question the work asks, the theoretical frameworks that influence the question, the sources and methods used to formulate an answer and the strengths and weaknesses of the analysis.  Also, each week, one member will serve as interlocutor, reading a related work and writing a different one-page summation that sets those additional readings against the group reading.  The interlocutor will make a formal, oral presentation, lasting no longer than 15 minutes, which will provide a basis for the discussion of the group reading.  At the close of each seminar meeting, members will share their notes with one another, thus providing everyone with an annotated bibliography by the end of the semester.
Participation is essential for the success of the seminar, therefore, and will account for roughly two-thirds of the final grade.  The remaining one-third will take the form of a fifteen- to twenty-page literature review on a topic of each member’s choosing.  Extensions and incompletes are not possible, except upon certification of medical or personal emergency.  There will be no exceptions.
Schedule:
17 Jan.:
Introduction and Housekeeping




Read:  Survey of economic history (your choice).
24 Jan.:
Trade and the Making of Europe
Read:
J. Tinbergen, Shaping the World Economy (New York,

1962);

E. L. Jones, The European Miracle (Cambridge UK, 1901);

H. Pirenne, Mohammed and Charlemagne (London, 1939).


31 Jan.:
From Collapse to Recovery
Read:
M. McCormick, The Origins of the European Economy
(Cambridge UK, 2001);

R. Hodges, Dark Age Economics (London, 1989);

C. Cipolla, Before the Industrial Revolution (London,

1977).


7 Feb.:

Population and Economic Growth
Read:
G. Clark, A Farewell to Alms (Princeton, 2007); see also the symposium on this work in European Review of Economic History 12 (2008): 149-95;


M. Livi-Bacci, A Concise History of World Population (Oxford, 2001);

W. Abel, Agricultural Fluctuations in Europe from the 13th 

to the 20th Century (London, 1980).
14 Feb.:
Pre-industrial Economic Growth
Read:  P. Hoffman, Growth in a Traditional Society (Princeton,

1996);

K. G. Person, Pre-Industrial Economic Growth (Oxford,

1988);

Jan Luiten van Zanden, The Long Road to the Industrial

Revolution (Leiden, 2009);
R. C. Allen, “The Great Divergence in European Wages and Prices from the Middle Ages to the First World War,” Explorations in Economic History, 38 (2001): 411-47 and S. Özmucur & S. Pamuk, “Real Wages and Standards of Living in the Ottoman Empire, 1489-1914,” Journal of Economic History, 62 (2002): 277-321.


21 Feb.:
Institutions and Economic Development

Read:
J. de Vries & A. van der Woude, The First Modern

Economy (Cambridge UK, 1997);

A. Greif, Institutions and the Path to the Modern Economy
(Cambridge UK, 2006);

S. Ogilvie, Institutions and European Trade (Cambridge

UK, 2011);

D. North, Institutions: Institutional Change and Economic Performance (Cambridge UK, 1990). 
.
7 Mar.:

SPRING BREAK: NO CLASS
14 Mar.:
Knowledge, Skill and Technology

Read:
J. Mokyr, The Lever of Riches, (Oxford, 1990);

idem., The Gifts of Athena, (Princeton, 2002);

V. Smith, Creating the 20th Century (Cambridge UK,

2005);

L. Rosenband, Papermaking in Eighteenth-Century France (Baltimore, 2000);

M. Sonenscher, Work and Wages (Cambridge UK, 1989)

D. S. Landes, The Unbound Prometheus (Cambridge UK,
1969);

A. P. Usher, A History of Mechanical Inventions
(Cambridge MA, 1954);

N. Rosenberg, Perspectives on Technology (Cambridge
UK, 1976).
21 Mar.:
Consumption and the “Industrious Revolution”

Read:
J. de Vries, The Industrious Revolution (Cambridge UK,

2008); see also G. Clark & Y. van der Werf, “Work in Progress? The Industrious Revolution," Journal of Economic History 58 (1998): 830–843 [];
L. Jardine, Worldly Goods: A New History of the Renaissance (New York 1998);

J. Brewer, Consumption and the World of Goods (London, 1994);

M. Berg, Luxury and Pleasure in Eighteenth-Century Britain (Oxford, 2005);

T. Veblen, The Theory of the Leisure Class (Oxford, 2009).
28 Mar.:
Industrial Revolution

Read:
N. F. R. Crafts, British Economic Growth during the

Industrial Revolution (Oxford, 1985);

R. C. Allen, The British Industrial Revolution in Global

Perspective (Cambridge UK, 2009);

J. Horn, L. Rosenband & M. R. Smith, Reconceptualizing the Industrial Revolution (Cambridge MA, 2010);
A. Gershenkron, Economic Backwardness in Historical

Perspective (Cambridge MA, 1962);

W. W. Rostow, The Stages of Economic Growth: A Non-Communist Manifesto (Cambridge UK, 1960).
4 Apr.:

Money, Credit and Banking

Read:
L. Neal, The Rise of Financial Capitalism (Cambridge UK,
1990);

A. Teichova et al. (eds.), Banking, Trade and Industry (Cambridge UK, 1997;

C. Goodhart, The Evolution of Central Banks (Cambridge
MA, 1991);

C. Kindleberger, A Financial History of Western Europe (Oxford, 1984);

J. G. van Dillen, History of the Principal Public Banks (London, 1934).
11 Apr.:
Trade and Tariffs

Read:
J. Foreman-Peck, A History of the World Economy
(London, 1995);

R. Findlay & K. H. O’Rourke, Power and Plenty
(Princeton, 2007);

A. Kenwood & A. Lougheed, The Growth of the
International Economy, 1820-2000 (London, 1999);

F. Capie, Tariffs and Growth (Manchester, 1992);
P. Ashley, Modern Tariff History (London, 1910).

18 Apr.:
Political Economy: Market State or Welfare State
Read:
P. H. Lindert, Growing Public, 2 vols. (Cambridge UK,

2004);

B. Eichengreen, The European Economy since 1945
(Princeton, 2007);

N. F. R. Crafts & G. Toniolo, Economic Growth in Europe

since 1945 (Cambridge UK, 1996);

A. Maddison, Dynamic Forces in Capitalist Development (Oxford, 1991).
25 April:
Economic Inequality
Read:
B. Milanovic, Worlds Apart (Princeton, 2005);

N. Kierzkowski, Europe and Globalization (London,

2002);

J. Burnett, Gender, Work and Wages in the Industrial

Revolution (Cambridge UK, 2008);

C. Goldin, Understanding the Gender Gap (Oxford, 1990).
27 April:
Globalization
Read:
K. H. O’Rourke & J. G. Williamson, Globalization and

History (Cambridge MA, 1999);

D. Rodrik, Has Globalization Gone too Far? (Washington

DC, 1997);

J. Stiglitz, Globalization and Its Discontents (New York,
2002);

A. Sen, Development as Freedom (Oxford, 1999);

J. Osterhammel & N. P. Petersson, Globalization: A Short
History (Princeton, 2005);

 K. Moore & D. C. Lewis, Origins of Globalization (New
York, 2009);

A. Glyn, Capitalism Unleashed (Oxford, 2006).
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