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Department of History

University of Pennsylvania
Spring Semester, 2017
History 040                             Early Modern Europe, 1450-1750                                Dr. Safley                  
SYLLABUS
Venue:
TR, 10:30 AM - 12:00 PM



tbd
Professor:
Thomas Max Safley



College Hall, Rm. 309A
R, 1:30 - 4:30 PM or by appointment


tsafley@history.upenn.edu

Description:
This course is an introduction to one of the most exciting periods in all of history, when continents and cultures learned of the existence of other continents and cultures for the first time and began, slowly, painfully, to construct the global civilization we know today.  It introduces students to the cultural, intellectual, social, political and economic changes in Europe between 1450 and 1750.  It introduces them to the changes in the understanding of the human person—body, mind and soul—and of the universe, to the repercussions of an emergent global economy, to the articulation of new forms of political and economic power and to the emergence of a modern sense of the self.  It also introduces students to thinking like a historian: practicing the fundamental skills of historians; asking the basic questions of historians.  Weekly lectures and exercises will create opportunities for students to examine these phenomena, explore their interrelationship and become familiar with the historian’s craft.

Texts:

All required texts are available at The Penn Book Center:

John Calvin: Selections, edited by J. Dillenberger (Baker);
D. Defoe, A Journal of the Plague Year (Penguin);
R. Descartes, Discourse on Method (Penguin);
D. Diderot, Rameau’s Nephew (Penguin); 
G. Galileo, The Discoveries and Opinions of Galileo, edited by S. Drake

(Anchor);
T. Hobbes, Leviathan (Penguin);
B. Las Casas, A Short Account of the Destruction of the Indies (Penguin);
J. Locke, Two Treatises on Government (Cambridge);
N. Machiavelli, The Prince (Norton);

A. Smith, An Inquiry into the Nature and Causes of the Wealth of Nations
(Penguin);

Teresa of Avila, The Life of Teresa of Jesus (Image);
Voltaire, Letters on England (Penguin).


Students seeking a basic narrative should consult:




H. G. Koenigsberger, Early Modern Europe ().
Assignments:
Class members will complete three written assignments during the semester: an in-class, mid-term examination (on 2 March), a group project (due 25 April), a take-home final examination (due 2 May).  In addition, each member of the class will complete a brief (no longer than one page, typed and double-spaced), weekly document exercise.  Attendance and participation in all lectures are required.


The weekly document exercises are straightforward.  Each Tuesday, students will receive a historical document, a primary source that relates to one or more of the themes to be addressed during the week.  Each student will be expected to write an evaluation of that source that is no longer than one-page, typed in 12-point font and double-spaced.  The evaluation will seek to answer a series of questions: Who created the document; when did they create it; for whom did they create it; why did they create it; what does it tell us; how does it relate to the theme of the week.  Evaluations are due on the Thursday of each week.


The group project resembles the document exercises, but on a more ambitious scale.  Students will be organized into working groups of four or five, each of which will select, in consultation with the instructor, a primary source from the special collections of Van Pelt Library.  These will be larger and more complex than the sources students have confronted on a weekly basis during the semester, but the questions to be asked of them will remain the same.  Who created the document?  When did he/she/they create it?  For whom was it created?  Why was it created?  What does it tell us?  How does it relate to the themes of our course?  Groups will evaluate their sources cooperatively, dividing the questions among their members, or tackling the whole assignment as a group.  Each member will write an individual term paper of 10 to 15 pages length (12-point font, double-spaced) that represents his or her own, original work.

Grading:
Participation in lectures:

15% 

Document exercises: 


15% 

In-class midterm exam: 

20%

Group project: 


30%



Take-home final exam: 

20%
Integrity:   
Students are expected to abide by the University of Pennsylvania Code of

Academic Integrity, which can be found here: 

 

http://www.upenn.edu/academicintegrity/ai_codeofacademicintegrity.html
Schedule:
12 Jan.


“The World We Have Lost”






Introductions & Housekeeping.



17 - 19 Jan.

“Europe Encounters a Wider World”






Read:
Las Casas, 3-79;
Extracts on Canvas.





Document exercise due Thursday, 19 January.  


24- 26 Jan.

“Social Change, Social Tensions”





Read: 
Machiavelli, The Prince;
Extracts on Canvas.





Document exercise due Thursday, 26 January.


31 Jan - 2 Feb. 
“Protestant Reformations”






Read:
Calvin, “Ecclesiastical Ordinances, 1541” & pp.
333-49, 372-84;
Extracts on Canvas.





Document exercise due Thursday, 2 February.



7 - 9 Feb. 

“Catholic Reformation”





Read: 
Teresa, Life, c. 1-4, 8-11, 17-18, 20, 25, 27-29;
Extracts on Canvas.





Document exercise due Thursday, 9 February.


14 - 16 Feb. 

“Crisis”






Read:
Defoe, Journal, [];

Extracts on Canvas.





Document exercise due Thursday, 16 February.


21 - 23 Feb. 

“Absolutism”





Read: 
Hobbes, Leviathan, “Content of Chapters” & c. 1-5,

10-11, 13-15, 17-18, 21, 24;

Extracts on Canvas.





Document exercise due Thursday, 23 February.



28 Feb - 2 Mar.
“Property and Reason”






Read:
Descartes, Discourse;

Extracts on Canvas.





2 March:  Midterm examination.


4 - 12 Mar.

NO LECTURES: SPRING BREAK


14 - 16 Mar.

“Science and Superstition”





Read:
Galileo, “The Starry Messenger” & “Letter to the

Grand Duchess Christina”;
Extracts on Canvas.





Document exercise due Thursday, 16 March.


21 - 23 Mar.

“Societies of Learning, Societies of Loathing”





Read:
Galileo, [];
Extracts on Canvas.





Document exercise due Thursday, 23 March.


28 - 30 Mar.

“Enlightenments High and Low”






Read:
Voltaire, Letters on England, [];
Extracts on Canvas.





Document exercise due Thursday, 30 March.


4 - 6 Apr.

“New Economies”

Read: 
Smith, Wealth of Nations, Introduction; Bk. I, c. 1-5; Bk. II, c. 3-4; Bk. III, c. 1-4; Bk. IV, c. 1-2; Bk. V, c. 1f-g, 2f-g, 3;
Extracts on Canvas.





Document exercise due Thursday 4 April.


11 - 13 Apr.

“From Hierarchy to Class”





Read: 
Locke, “Second Treatise,” c. I-X, XV, XVIII;
Extracts on Canvas.





Document exercise due Thursday, 13 April.


18 - 20 Apr.

“Bourgeoise and Proletarians”






Read:
Diderot, Rameau’s Nephew;
Extracts on Canvas.





Document exercise due Thursday, 20 April.


25 Apr.

“At the Dawn of the Modern Age”





Group project due.






