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This course studies the rise and decline of Hitler's Third Reich, from its "intellectual" origins in the 19th century and World War One, through the meteoric rise of the National Socialist movement during the early 1930's, to its demise in the ruins of Berlin in 1945.  Special attention is given to the sources of support for Nazism among German voters, the structure of the National Socialist state, the role of Adolf Hitler, the Holocaust, and the causes and consequences of the Second World War.

Book List: (for sale at bookstore and on reserve at the library)

Spielvogel, Jackson J., and David Redles. Hitler and Nazi Germany: A History. 7th ed.  Boston: Prentice Hall, 2013.

Moeller, Robert G. The Nazi State and German Society: A Brief History with Documents, The Bedford Series in History and Culture; Boston: Bedford/St. Martin's, 2009.
Other Required Readings (Posted online)
Allen, William Sheridan. The Nazi Seizure of Power: The Experience of a Single German Town, 1922-1945. Rev. ed.  New York: F. Watts, 1984.

Bartov, Omer. Hitler's Army: Soldiers, Nazis, and War in the Third Reich.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1991.

Bessel, Richard. Political Violence and the Rise of Nazism: The Storm Troopers in Eastern Germany, 1925-1934.  New Haven: Yale University Press, 1984.

Blackbourn, David, and Geoff Eley. The Peculiarities of German History: Bourgeois Society and Politics in Nineteenth-Century Germany.  Oxford Oxfordshire; New York: Oxford University Press, 1984.

Browning, Christopher. "The Decision Concerning the Final Solution." In Unanswered Questions, edited by Francois Furet. 96-118, 1989.

Burleigh, Michael, and Wolfgang Wippermann. The Racial State: Germany, 1933-1945.  Cambridge England; New York: Cambridge University Press, 1991.

Childers, Thomas. "The Social Bases of the National Socialist Vote." Journal of Contemporary History 11, no. 4, Special Issue: Theories of Fascism (Oct. 1976): 17-42.

Childers, Thomas. The Nazi Voter: The Social Foundations of Fascism in Germany, 1919-1933.  Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1983.

Gordon, Sarah Ann. Hitler, Germans, and the "Jewish Question".  Princeton, N.J.: Princeton University Press, 1984.

Kershaw, Ian. The Nazi Dictatorship: Problems and Perspectives of Interpretation. 4th ed.  London, New York: Arnold; Copublished in the USA by Oxford University Press, 2000.

Mason, T. W. "Labour in the Third Reich, 1933-1939." Past & Present, no. 33 (1966): 112-41.

Mayer, Milton. They Thought They Were Free: The Germans, 1933-45. Phoenix Books.  Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1966.

Peukert, Detlev. Inside Nazi Germany: Conformity, Opposition, and Racism in Everyday Life.  New Haven: Yale University Press, 1987.

Turner, Henry Ashby. German Big Business and the Rise of Hitler.  New York: Oxford University Press, 1985.

Wehler, Hans Ulrich. The German Empire, 1871-1918.  Leamington Spa, Warwickshire, UK: Dover N.H., 1985.

Assignments:

Exams: Both the midterm and the final exam will be take-home exams in which you will be asked to write a series of short essays (approximately 2000 words). 
Quizzes: There will be four short quizzes given in-class over the course of the semester. These will generally consist of questions relating to the readings, documents and primary source materials we use in class. NO MAKEUPS WILL BE GIVEN FOR THE QUIZZES WITHOUT PRIOR ARRANGEMENTS. See the schedule below for exact dates. If you know you will miss class for any reason, you need to see me to reschedule the quiz. If a quiz presents a serious conflict, such as with a religious holiday, please inform me as soon as possible.
Grading:

Grades will be based on:

course engagement (20%): See Course Policies on Canvas for more information
short in-class quizzes (30%)

midterm and final papers (25% each).

Canvas:

A complete syllabus, course policies, assignments, announcements and other materials will be available on Canvas.  Regular use of Blackboard is required in order to pass this course. Read the Course Policies document and download the schedule of meetings and readings immediately to get started on the work for the semester.

ASSIGNMENTS

The midterm and final exams must be in Microsoft Word (doc), plain text (txt), or rich text format (rtf) and be submitted via email.
All written assignments must be type-written, double-spaced, with one inch margins in a standard 10- or 12- point font. 

Any  assignments submitted in paper form must be stapled, clipped, or otherwise bound. 

All essays must include a word count, inserted at the end of the document.

Effective communication of your idea(s) is a part of every assignment.  Therefore, grammar and spelling count.  Use those spell-checkers and proofread your assignments carefully.

Requirements regarding the length of assignments are STRICT.  Papers not within 10% of the stated limit will lose points for failing to satisfy the terms of the assignment. (See Grading below).
Computer mishaps are no excuse.  Finish your papers early so that dry ink cartridges, crashing computers, and long lines for printing at the computer labs don't cause you to miss a deadline.  

Keep the graded copy of your assignment until final grades are posted at the end of the semester.

LATE ASSIGNMENTS and MAKEUP EXAMS

All due dates are strict.  Under most circumstances, I will accept late assignments, but they cannot receive a grade higher than "C".  Any late assignments MUST be submitted before I return the rest of the assignments to the class (normally one week after the regular due date).

No makeups for in-class assignments are allowed except for compelling reasons and ONLY with sufficient prior notice. 

ATTENDANCE

Attendance is mandatory at all class meetings.  I do take into account that everyone misses class once in awhile, so I require no excuses for absences.  Sports, family emergencies, car trouble, etc. affect everyone, but I must calculate grades based solely on class performance. See the course syllabus for specific information.

ELECTRONIC DEVICES

During in-class quizzes, exams, and discussions, the use of electronic devices (including laptops, cell or smartphones) to access notes, the internet, or other resources is prohibited unless specifically allowed by the terms of the exercise. Many in-class exercises are designed to test your comprehension of course materials, so access to such materials would constitute academic dishonesty (see below).

As a courtesy to me, and your fellow students, please set your phones on silent mode and refrain from extraneous activities such as surfing the internet, texting, or reading the newspaper during class time. Students engaging in disruptive behavior of this sort will be asked to leave and be marked absent for the day.

Making electronic recordings of discussions or lectures (audio, video, photos, analog, digital, or otherwise) is prohibited unless you have specific written permission from me. I will of course make reasonable accommodations for students with disabilities, but as per University policy, these arrangements will need to be agreed upon in advance.

WHAT IS "COURSE ENGAGEMENT?"

I've stopped using "class participation" as a grading category because I feel "engagement" better describes what I am looking for in successful students. Students often confuse “participation” with “talking.” A student who is "engaged" attends all class meetings, is consistently prepared to discuss the readings, and turns in all assignments complete and on time. An "engaged" student responds appropriately and intelligently to questions asked during class, provides leadership in small group activities, and takes the initiative during class discussions to provide insightful comments that spark further discussion. "Engaged" students draw connections among classes they have taken or ideas they have encountered outside of the classroom in books, newspapers, movies, or elsewhere. Though it is not a requirement to attend office hours, "engaged" students usually seek out the professor to clarify the terms of assignments, to refine paper topics, to go over study questions, and even to discuss grades.

GRADES and GRADING ISSUES

For quizzes and similar exercises, the relative weight of each item will be indicated on the test itself. For longer written assignments, such as essays, I will use a rubric that breaks the assignment down into its component parts and assigns a point value based on established criteria. A rubric for each specific assignment may either be attached to the assignment itself or be available on Blackboard.

All grades will be posted to Canvas. Monitor Canvas on a regular basis to make sure your assignments have been recorded correctly. If you notice a mistake, you must bring it to my attention within one week of the grade being posted. For your own sake, you must keep the graded copies of all assignments until final grades for the class are posted, in case there is a record-keeping error.

If you have questions about a grade you have received, resubmit the paper to your TA and provide a brief written explanation of your concerns.  If you and your TA cannot resolve the issue, then we can make an appointment to discuss your assignment.  I need to have the paper or exam in advance, however, so that I can review my notes both on the paper itself and on the class performance for that particular assignment. 
I encourage students to think broadly about all of their subjects and will try to create a classroom environment open to such discussions.  I will not shy away from controversial subjects that are related, even in the broadest sense, to the study of history or my teaching philosophy. Students with questions or concerns that they feel cannot be addressed in class should seek me out during office hours. 
Students with Disabilities

This course is open to all students who meet the academic requirements for participation. Any student who has a need for accommodation based on the impact of a disability should contact the instructor privately to discuss the specific situation as soon as possible.  

Schedule of meetings and readings. Readings marked with (BB) are available online.
	Week 1 
8/25
	The German Problem
· Spielvogel, Ch. 1 “Introduction” 
· Wehler 1985, 232-246 (BB)
· Blackbourn 1984, 286-292 (BB)

	Week 2

9/3 

(Labor Day)
	“Intellectual” Origins of Nazism
· Moeller, Documents, 1,4,5
· Burleigh and Wippermann 1991, 37-43 (BB)
Syllabus Quiz

	Week 3
9/8
	Electoral Politics in Weimar
· Spielvogel, Ch. 2 “Beginnings:  Weimar Germany and the Rise of Hitler and Nazism” 
· Allen 1984 , Chapter 2, 12-22 (BB)
· Moeller, Documents 3,6,11

	Week 4
9/15
	Problems of Weimar Democracy and Rise of NSDAP
· Childers 1976 (BB)
· Allen, Chapters 3-4, 24-52 (BB)
· NSDAP Party Program (BB)
· Alphabet Soup (BB)

	Week 5
9/22
	Appeal of National Socialism and the Collapse of Weimar
· Spielvogel, Ch. 3, “Growth and Victory of Nazism, 1924-1934” 

· Childers 1983, 262-269 (BB)
· Moeller, Documents 7-10
Quiz 1

	Week 6
9/29
	Nazi Seizure of Power
· Allen 1984, Chapters 10-11, 152-181 (BB)
· Bessel 1984, 97-105 (BB)
Midterms due on Wednesday 1 October 1:00pm

	Week 7
10/6
	Nature of the National Socialist State
· Spielvogel, Ch. 4 “The Nazi State, 1933-1939”
· Turner 1985, 340-359 (BB)
· Moeller, Documents 13,15,22-24,26-28 

Movie: Triumph of the Will (Handout available on BB)

	Week 8
10/13
	The Hitler Myth
· Spielvogel, Ch. 5 “The Dictator” 
· Kershaw 2000, 69-92 (BB)
· Moeller, Documents 14, 21

· Omnipotent Führer (BB)

· Nazi Leadership in Chaos (BB) 

Quiz 2

	Week 9
10/20
	Dissent, Control, and Everyday Life
· Spielvogel, Ch. 6 “Culture and Society in Nazi Germany”

· Moeller, Documents 12,16-20,25, 28
· Peukert 1987 145-174 OR Mason 1966 (BB)

	Week 10
10/27
	Nazi Foreign Policy
· Spielvogel, Ch. 7 “Hitler’s War”

· Moeller, Documents 34-37

· Hossbach Memorandum (BB)

	Week 11
11/3
	War and Radicalization 
· Spielvogel, Ch. 8 “Nazi Germany in Wartime”

· Kershaw 2000, 134-160 (BB)
· Moeller, Documents 38-41
Quiz 3

	Week 12
11/10
	Anti-Semitism, 1933-1941
· Spielvogel, Ch. 9 “The Holocaust,” pp. 255-265 
· Gordon 1984, 296-308 (BB)
· Moeller, Documents 29-33, 42-44

	Week 13
11/17
	The Holocaust
· Spielvogel, Ch. 9 “The Holocaust,” pp. 265-291 

· Moeller, Documents 45-50

· Browning 1989 (BB)
· Minutes of the Wannsee Conference (BB)

Movie: Auschwitz: Inside the Nazi State, Episode 2

	Week 14

12/1
	 Defeat 

· Spielvogel, Ch. 10 “Conclusions” 

· Bartov, 179-186 (BB)
· Moeller, Documents 56-59
Quiz 4

	Week 15
12/8 only
	· Meyer 1966, 71-83 (BB)

Final Exam Due


