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LYNN HOLLEN LEES: CURRICULUM VITAE 

 
 
ADDRESS:     Department of History    Phone: 215-898-8444 (office) 

University of Pennsylvania    Phone: 215-222-4784 (home)  
Philadelphia PA 19104-6228   Fax:   215-573-2089 
     

EDUCATION:    

  Ph.D., History, Harvard University, 1969    
M.A.,  Harvard University, 1964 
B.A.,  Swarthmore College, 1963  ( with High Honors) 

 
 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 

  Mount Holyoke College, Assistant Professor, 1969-1974 
University of Pennsylvania, Assistant Professor, 1974-1978; 
 Associate Professor,1978-1986; Professor, 1986-  
Katholieke Universiteit, Leuven, Visiting Professor 1989 (fall term) 

                  University of Diponegoro, Semarang, Indonesia, Visiting  
   Professor, 1996 (summer) 
                   University College London, Visiting Professor 2002 (spring term) 

PUBLICATIONS: BOOKS 

Exiles of Erin: Irish Migrants in Victorian London (Ithaca: Cornell University Press, 
1979; Manchester: Manchester University Press, 1979) 

The Making of Urban Europe, 1000-1950 (written with Paul Hohenberg),  
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1985); Italian edition (Milan: Laterza,  
1987; 1992); French edition (Paris: Presses Universitaires de France, 1992) 

The Making of Urban Europe, 1000-1995, rev. ed.  (written with Paul Hohenberg), 
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press, 1995) 
 
The Solidarities of Strangers: The English Poor Laws and the People, 1700 to 1948 
(Cambridge University Press, 1998). 

                          Global Society: The World Since 1900 (written with Pamela K. Crossley and John  
                           W. Servos), (Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 2003; second edition, 2007)   
 

                   Cities and the Making of  Modern Europe, 1750-1914 (written with Andrew Lees)  
                   (Cambridge University Press, 2007.)    
  
PUBLICATIONS: EDITED BOOKS 
 
The Urbanization of European Society  (co-edited with Andrew Lees), (Lexington, MA: 
D.C. Heath, 1976) 
       
The Rise of Urban Britain (co-edited with Andrew Lees) (New York: Garland Press, 1985) 29 
vols. of reprinted  works originally published, 1837-1914 
 
A Modern Metropolisz ( co-edited with Andrew Lees), Buda Pesti Negyed [A Modern 
Metropolis; special issue of the Budapest Quarterly] #6-7, 1994-5.    
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PUBLICATIONS: ARTICLES (* refereed journal) 
 
“Patterns of Lower-class Life: Irish Slum Communities in 19th c. London,” in Nineteenth 
Century Cities, eds. S, Thernstrom and R. Sennett (New Haven:  Yale University Press, 1969) 
 
“The Metropolitan Type: London and Paris Compared” in The Victorian City: Image and 
Reality, eds. H. J. Dyos and M. Wolff (London and Boston:  Routledge and Kegan Paul, 
1973), I:413-428 
 
“From the History of the City to the History of  Society,” Urban and Social Change Review 
(Fall, 1972) 
 
“The Study of Cities and the Study of Social Processes: Two Directions in Recent Urban 
History,” Journal of Social History, (Spring, 1974)  
 
*Le peuple de juin, 1848,” (written with Charles Tilly), in Annales, E.S.C. (Sept., 1974), 1061-
9l revised, expanded version in Revolution and Reaction: 1848 and the Second French 
Republic, ed. Roger Price (London: Croom Helm, 1975), 170-207 
 
* “Mid-Victorian Migration and the Irish Family Economy,” Victorian Studies, XX, #1 (Autumn, 
1976), 25-43 
 
 *  “The Irish Countryman Urbanized: A Comparative Perspective on the Famine Migration, “ 
Journal of Urban  History, III, #4 (August 1977), 391-408; reprinted in Philadelphia: Work, 
Space, Family and Group Experience in the Nineteenth Century, ed. Theodore Hershberg 
(New York and Oxford:  Oxford University Press, 1981) 
 
“Getting and Spending: The Family Budgets of English Industrial Workers in 1890,” in 
Consciousness and  Class Experience in Nineteenth Century Europe, ed. J. Merriman (New 
York: Holmes and Meier, 1979)  169-186  
 
“The Study of Social Conflict in Nineteenth-Century Cities,” Urban History Yearbook, 1980 
(Leicester: Leicester University Press, 1980), 34-43 
 
“Migration to the City in Modern Europe,” in Historical Change in Population, Family, and 
Community, Vol. 12.  World Conference on Records: Preserving our Heritage, August 12-15, 
1980 (Salt Lake City, 1980) #280, 1-12 
 
 “Strikes and the Urban Hierarchy in English Industrial Towns, 1842-1901”, in Social Conflict 
and the Political Order in Modern Britain, eds. J. Cronin and J. Schneer (London:  Croom 
Helm, 1982), 52-72 
 
“The Evolution of City Systems in the West, “ (written with Paul Hohenberg), in The Evolution 
of Urban Infrastructures, eds. J. Ausubel and R. White (Washington, DC: National Academies 
Press, 1988), 71-84 
 
“The Survival of the Unfit: Family Maintenance and Public Policies in Nineteenth-Century 
London,” in The Uses of Charity, ed. P. Mandler (Philadelphia: University of Pennsylvania 
Press, 1990) 
 
*  “Urban Decline and Regional Economies: Brabant, Castile, and Lombardy, 1550-1750,” in 
Comparative Studies in Society and History, Vol 31, #1 (July, 1989) 439-461 
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“Contemporary Research in Urban History”, in Growth and Stagnation in the Urban Network 
of the Low Countries (Workshop on Quantitative Economic History, Research Paper, 90-01), 
ed.
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H. van der Wee (Leuven: Katholieke Universiteit Leuven, Centrum voor Economische 
Studien, 1990), 4-8 
 
“The Safety in Numbers: Social Welfare Legislation and Fertility Decline in Europe” in The 
Quiet  Revolution, eds.  J. Gillis and L. Tilly (Cambridge and London: Basil Blackwell, 1992) 
 
“Recherche contemporaine dans l’histoire urbaine”  in Clio, vol. 17: (Liège, Autumn, 1991) 
“Cities,” Encyclopaedia of Social History, (New York:  Garland Press, 1994)              
 
“Cities and European Civilization,” written with Paul M. Hohenberg, in Peter Clark, ed., Towns 
and Cities, vol I. of The Making of Europe (Hilversum, Netherlands:  HD Communications, 
1992) 
 
“Samuel P. Hays and the Social Analysis of the City:  A Symposium,” written with Michael H. 
Ebner, Stuart M. Blumin, Bruce M. Stave, and Samuel P. Hayes, Journal of Urban History, 19, 
#4 (August, 1993), 63-85.   
 
*  ”Educational Inequality and Academic Achievement in England and France,” Comparative 
Education Review, 38,   #1 (Feb., 1994), 65-87. 
 
 “Migrants as Entrepreneurs: Irish Emigration, 1820-1900,” in Liber Amicorum, Essays in 
Honor of Herman Van Der Wee, E. Van Cauwenberg and P. Klepp, eds., (Leuven: University 
of Leuven, 1994) 
 
 “The Challenge of Political Change: Urban History in the 1990’s,” Urban History, 21, #1 (April, 
1994), 5-17. 
 
 “Urban Public Space and Imagined Communities,” Journal of Urban History, 20, #4 (Aug., 
1994). 
 “Private Uses of Public Funds: Women and the English Poor Laws,” in The Mixed Economy 
of Public Welfare, eds. M. Katz and C. Sachsse (Baden-Baden: Nomos Verlagsgesellschaft, 
1996) 173-194. 
 
“Urban Systems and Economic Growth: Town Populations in Metropolitan Hinterlands, 1600-
1850,” in Peter Clark  and Bernard Lepetit, eds., European Capitals (Cambridge University 
Press, 1996) 
 
“Introduction,” to new edition, Asa Briggs, Victorian Cities (Berkeley, CA:  University of 
California Press, 1996) (written with Andrew Lees). 
 
“Urban Networks and Urban Hierarchies in Britain, 1840-1950,” in Vol. 3,  Cambridge Urban 
History of Britain,   Martin Daunton, ed.,  (Cambridge University Press, 2001) 
 
“International Management in a Free-Standing Company: The Penang Sugar Estates, Ltd. 
and the Malayan Sugar Industry, 1851-1914,” Business History Review 81(Spring, 2007), 27-
57. 
 
“British Identity and British Subjecthood in Malaya, 1880-1939”, Journal of British History 
(forthcoming, spring 2009).  
       

PUBLICATIONS: REVIEWS 
About 40 reviews published in the American Historical Review, Journal of Historical  
Geography, Journal of Economic History, Journal of Interdisciplinary History, Journal  
of Social History, Urban History Yearbook, Victorian Studies, Social History, Journal of Urban 
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History 
 
PAPERS PRESENTED  (since 1985) 
“The Survival of the Unfit in Nineteenth-Century London,”  Colloquium on Charity and Welfare 
in the Metropolis, Shelby Cullom Davis Center, Princeton University, April 1986 
“Am I My Brother’s Keeper?  Public Assistance to Men under the English Poor Laws,”  
Economic History Workshop, University of Pennsylvania, March, 1986 
“The Survival of the Unfit in Nineteenth-Century London,”  St. Joseph’s University, public 
lecture, April 1986 
“Urban Decline and Regional Economies in Brabant, Castile, & Lombardy, 1550-1750,”  Ninth 
International Economic History Conference, Berne, August, 1986 
“Evolution of City Systems in the West,”  Conference on the Evolution of Infrastructures, 
National Academy of Engineering, Woods Hole, August, 1986 
“The Poor Speak Out About Poverty:  England 1870-1880,”  Villanova University, public 
lecture, March, 1988 
“The Safety in Numbers:  Social Welfare Legislation and Fertility Decline,”  Conference on 
Fertility Decline in Europe, Toronto, May, 1988 
“Poverty and Pauperism in Nineteenth-Century London,”  Tenth Annual H.J. Dyos Memorial 
Lecture, Leicester May, 1988 
“Welfare and Workforce:  Gendering Aid to the Poor in Britain, 1800-1910,”  University of 
Ghent, public lecture, October, 1989 
“Poverty and Pauperism in Nineteenth-Century London,” Dutch Urban History Group 
Conference, University of Amsterdam, November, 1989 
“Welfare and Workforce:  Gendering Aid to the Poor in Britain, 1800-1910,”  Catholic 
University of Leuven-Kortrijk, public lecture, October, 1989 
“Urban Systems and Economic Growth in Early Modern Europe,”  University of Antwerp, 
public lecture, November 1989 
“Urban Systems and Economic Growth:  Town Populations in Metropolitan Hinterlands,”  
Tenth International Economic History Conference, Leuven, August, 1990 
“Samuel P. Hays and the Social Analysis of the City,”  Modes of Inquiry in American Urban 
History, Chicago November, 1990   
“Women on Welfare: Is Biology Destiny?”  Seminar on the History of Poverty, Oxford 
University, All Soul’s College, May, 1991 
“Women on Welfare: Is Biology Destiny?”  Urban History Seminar, Centre for Urban History, 
University of Leicester, May, 1991 
“Poverty in Pictures and in Policy:  Changing Representations of the Poor in Britain, 1830-
1910,”  Center for Advanced Study in the Visual Arts,  Washington, D.C., December 1991 
“The Challenge of Political Change:  Urban History in the 1990s,”  European Urban History 
Association conference, Amsterdam, September, 1992 
“The Impact of Industrialization on European Cities,”  University of Diponegoro, Semarang, 
Indonesia July, 1993 
“Urban Space and Urban Protest in the late Twentieth Century,”  North American Conference 
on Planning History, Chicago, IL, October, 1993 
“Urban Space and Imagined Communities in the 1990s,”  Urban History Association meeting 
(Presidential Address), San Francisco, CA, January, 1994 
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“Methodologies of Urban History in Europe and America,”  University of Diponegoro, 
Semarang, Indonesia; workshop on urban history, June, 1995. 
“Coping with Industrialization in the Nineteenth-Century Europe,”  Conference on the Social 
Impact of Industrialization, City Hall, Semarang, Indonesia, July, 1995. 
“Monarchs and Monuments:  The Making of Imperial London, 1863-1912,”  Public Lecture, 
Florida Atlantic University, Miami, February 27, 1997. 
“Monarchs and Monuments:  The Making of Imperial London, 1863-1912,”  Public Lecture, 
California State University, Long Beach, April 14, 1997. 
“Welfare and Workfare:  the Gendering of Aid to the Urban Poor in Victorian Britain,”  Public 
Lecture, in The Odyssey Program on The City, California State University, April 15, 1997. 
“Negotiating Need:  Gender Differences under the English Poor Law, 1885-1912,”  European 
Social Science History Association Conference, Amsterdam, March 7, 1998. 
“Periodization and the Need for Narrative in the Teaching of World History,”  Conference on 
World History, Dartmouth College, May 8-9, 1998. 
“The Sweetness of Wealth:  Sir John W. Ramsden’s Sugar Plantations in Malaya, 1870-
1914,”  Public Lecture, American Philosophical Society, February, 1999.  
“Murder on a Malaysian Plantation, or a Tale of the End of Empire,”  talk, Women’s Faculty 
Club, September 28, 1999. 
"Knowledge and Power on a Malayan Plantation," European Social Science History    
             Conference, Amsterdam, April 14, 2000 
             "Knowledge and Power in Britain's Southeast Asian Empire," keynote address, Pacific  
                         Coast Conference on British Studies, April 1, 2000 
             “Knowledge and Power in on a Malayan Plantation,” Rewriting British Imperial History 
   
              seminar, Institute for Historical Research, London, April, 2002 
             “Small Towns in Britain’s Southeast Asian Empire,”  Metropolitan History Seminar,  
               Institute for Historical Research London,  February, 2002 
“ Small Towns in Britain’s Southeast Asian Empire,” Centre for Urban Studies, Leicester  
              University, Leicester, March, 2002 
“Rethinking Irish History,” plenary speaker, Conference on Rewriting Irish History,  
              University College London, April, 2002 
“Middle Grounds: The Small Towns of British Malaya,” Paper presented to Penn   
              European History Workshop, September, 2002. 
“Creating a Middle Ground: British Colonialism in Southeast Asia,”  Keynote Address, 
              Middle Atlantic Conference on British Studies, Rutgers University, New  
              Brunswick, NJ, March 22, 2003. 
“Profitability on the Plantation: The Penang Sugar Estates, Ltd. in British Malaya,” 
              Economic History Workshop, Indiana University,  Bloomington, Indiana, April 17,  
              2003. 
“Deprovincializing Irish Studies,” presentation at the American Association of Irish Studies       
        Conference, Princeton University, October 23, 2004 
             “Imperial Spaces and Imperial Power in Malaya, 1880-1930,”  University of Maryland,  
              College Park, May 6, 2005; also presented, Penn Economic History Workshop, 
              Philadelphia, April 15, 2005 
“The Cultural Impact of Colonial Urbanization, Malaya, 1850-1940,” paper presented at the     
         Center for Historical Analysis, Rutgers University, New Brunswick, February 7,   
              2006. 
“Different Styles of Colonial Rule: Town and Plantation in British Malaya, 1860-1914”, 
               European Social Science History Conference, Amsterdam, March 24, 2006.  
“Border Crossing and British Identity in Colonial Malaya, 1880-1940,” Oxford University  
              Modern British History Seminar, Merton College, 30 January, 2007 
“Different Styles of Colonial Rule: Town and Plantation in British Malaya, 1860-1914,”   
               presented at the World History Seminar, Cambridge University, February  
             15,  2007. 
“Grass-roots Governance: British Power in Malayan Towns, 1880-1940,”  presented 
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 at the Imperial History Seminar, Institute for Historical Research, London, March 19, 2007 
“Gentlemanly Capitalism in Malaya: the Penang Sugar Estates, 1850-1940,”  presented at  
              the Business History Seminar, University of Glasgow, April 12, 2007.   
 
 

FELLOWSHIPS, PRIZES, AND RESEARCH GRANTS 
Woodrow Wilson Fellowships, 1963-1964, 1966-1967 
Harvard University Fellowship, 1965-1966 
V.O. Key Fellowship, Joint Center for Urban Studies of Harvard University and M.I.T., 1967-
1968 
National Endowment for the Humanities Summer  Fellowship, 1972 
Shelby Cullom Davis Center Fellowship, Princeton University, 1975 
Guggenheim Foundation Fellowship, 1978-1979 
Visiting Fellow, Department of Economic and Social History, Leicester University, 1978-1979 
John Ben Snow Prize, North American Conference on British Studies, 1982 
American Council of Learned Societies Ford Grant, 1985-1986 
Research Foundation Grant, University of Pennsylvania, 1991, 1999  
National Endowment for the Humanities Fellowship, 1993 
Rotary Foundation Fellowship for Teaching in Under-developed Countries, 1995-6 
British Council Prize ( Honorable Mention), North American Conference on British Studies, 
1999 

 
PROFESSIONAL ASSOCIATIONS AND ACTIVITIES 
American Historical Association, Modern European Section: Nominating Committee, 1977-
1978; Secretary 1990-1995 
Center for Irish Studies: treasurer and executive committee, 1981-1985 
Charles Booth Archive Transcription Project, consultant 1982-1985 
Consortium of Social Science Associations, AHA delegate, 2002-2005 
Council for European Studies: Urban Affairs Committee, 1971-1973; Executive Committee, 
1983-1986; Chair, Workshop Committee, 1984-1988; Program Committee, 1993-1994 
Delaware Valley  British Studies Seminar, co-coordinator, 1990-- 
 Economic History Association, Ranki Prize Committee, 2003-2006 
Journal of Economic History, Editorial Board, 1993-1996 
Journal of Urban History: Editorial Board, 1989-1998; Associate Editor, 1991-1997 
Mid-Atlantic Conference on British Studies: Chair, Program Committee, 1984-1985; 
Nominating Committee, 1986-1987 
National Endowment for the Humanities, Dissertation Grants Panel, 1994  
North American Conference on British Studies: John Ben Snow Prize Committee, 1988-1991; 
chair 1991; British Council Prize Committee, 1996-1998 
Philadelphia Social History Project: Research Associate, 1976-1982 
Social Science History Association: Executive Committee, 1983-1986; Nominating 
Committee, 1986; Publications Committee, 1990-1993 
Social Science Research Council: West European Fellowship Screening Committee, 1975-
1978 
Urban History Association: Executive Committee, 1991-1993; President, 1993  
Urban History, Editorial Board, 1991- 
World History Teaching Project: Philadelphia Collaborative, 1993-1995  
Economic History Association, Nominating Committee, 1999-2000  
European Social Science History Association, co-chair Social Inequality Network, 1995- ;  
        executive  committee, 2001- 2005 
 
 
Occasional reviewer of manuscripts and essays for: 
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American Philosophical Society, Cambridge University Press, Harvard University Press, 
Temple University Press, Comparative Studies in Society and History, Victorian Studies, 
Journal of Economic History 
 

TEACHING FIELDS 
Modern European Social History 
Modern British History 

       European Urban History 
       History of the British Empire and Comparative European Colonialism 
       World History 
 

DOCTORAL STUDENTS SUPERVISED TO COMPLETION OF DEGREE 
 
Jonathan Rose, British Intellectual and Cultural History, Drew University 
Mary Beth Emmerichs, British Social History, University of Wisconsin 
Maria Baganha, European Social History, Coimbra University, Portugal 
Karl Ittmann, British Social and Demographic History, University of Houston 
Alex Franklin, British Social and Imperial History, Drake University; Bodleian Library, Oxford 
Nan Dreher, British Social History, Marquette University; Bryn Mawr School 
Mary Procida, British and Imperial History, Temple University 
Kristen Stromberg, French History, University of Pennsylvania 
      Jennifer Sessions, French History, University of Iowa 
 
      
   

ADMINISTRATIVE SERVICE, UNIVERSITY OF PENNSYLVANIA 
Undergraduate Chair, History Department 1977-1978 
Graduate Committee, History Department, 1975-1977, 
    1979-1983, 1991-1994, 2002-2004 
Graduate Chair, History Department, 1982-1983 
Educational Policy Committee, 1978 
Ethnohistory Advisory Committee, 1979-1988 
Ethnohistory Workshop, chair 1987-1988 
External Evaluating Committee, Urban Studies, 1978-79; 2005 
Committee on Instruction, 1979-1981; chair 1981-1982 
Academic Freedom and Responsibility Committee, School of Arts and Sciences, 1983-1985 
Population and Work faculty seminar, co-chair, 1986-1992  
Affirmative Action Officer, Humanities Departments, School of Arts and Sciences, 1990-1992  
Graduate Council, University of Pennsylvania, 1994-1996 
KU-Leuven Exchange Advisory Committee, 1990- 
University Committee on Study Abroad, 1994- 
Planning and Priorities Committee, School of Arts and Sciences, 1996-1997 
Personnel Committee, School of Arts and Sciences, 1994-1995 
Graduate Education Committee, S.A.S., 1994-1995 
Advisory Board, Asian American Studies, 1994-2000 
Chair, History Department, 1995-2001 
Inter-Areal Council, 1998-      
Co-director, Lauder Institute for International Studies and Director of Graduate Group in   
     International Studies, School of Arts and Sciences, 2002— 
Graduate Committee, History Department, 2003-2005 
Chair, Search Committee, European Diplomatic History, 2002-3 



 9
Chair, Search Committee, Chinese History, 2003-2004 
Executive Committee, History Department, 2004, 2006, 2007-8 

Chair, Graduate Group in International Studies, 2002- 
Chair, Provost’s Committee on Diversity Funding, 2004 
School of Arts and Sciences, Committee on Committees, 2003-2004 


