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       Note to users: this bibliography is meant to serve as a resource for graduate students compiling 
reading lists in preparation for their PhD oral exam in the field of Soviet history.  It does not 
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expectation that the prepared student will have read everything listed below (which would be 
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Hundert, Gershon, ed. YIVO Encyclopedia of Jews in Eastern Europe 2 vols. (New Haven, 2008).
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and New York: K.G. Saur, 1992).

Terras, Victor, ed. Handbook of Russian Literature (New Haven: Yale University Press, 1985).

Tucker, Spencer C., ed. Encyclopedia of the Cold War: A Political, Social, and Military History 5 vols. 
(Santa Barbara: ABC-CLIO, 2008).
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Milner-Gulland, Robin and Nikolai Dejevsky. Cultural Atlas of Russia and the Soviet Union (New York: 
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1994).
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Stites, Richard. Russian Popular Culture: Entertainment and Society Since 1900 (Cambridge, 1992).

Trenin, Dmitri V.  Getting Russia Right (Washington: Carnegie Endowment for International Peace, 
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Wissenschaft und Politik, 2000) [also available as special issue of Osteuropa vol. 49, no. 8 (August 
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Response to Martin Malia),” Kritika: Explorations in Russian and Eurasian History 5, no. 1 (Winter 
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Kotkin, Stephen. “1991 and the Russian Revolution: Sources, Conceptual Categories, Analytical 
Frameworks,” Journal of Modern History 70: 2 (1998): 384-425.

Kotkin, Stephen. “The State—Is it Us?  Memoirs, Archives, and Kremlinologists,” Russian Review 61, no. 
1 (January 2002): 35-51.
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Krylova, Anna. “The Tenacious Liberal Subject in Soviet Studies,” Kritika 1, no. 1 (Winter 2000): 119-46.

Labedz, Leopold, and Melvin J. Lasky, eds. The Use and Abuse of Sovietology (New Brunswick, N.J.: 
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C H R O N O L O G I C A L   U N I T S

*THE PRE-REVOLUTIONARY PERIOD
Ascher, Abraham. The Revolution of 1905 , vol. I: Russia in Disarray, vol. II: Authority Restored 

(Stanford, Calif.:Stanford University Press, 1988, 1992).

Ascher, Abraham. P. A. Stolypin: The Search for Stability in Late Imperial Russia (Stanford, Calif.: 
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Clowes, Edith, Samuel Kassow, and James West, eds. Between Tsar and People: Educated Society and 
the Quest for Public Identity in Late Imperial Russia (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 1991).

Engelstein, Laura. “Combined Underdevelopment: Discipline and the Law in Imperial and Soviet Russia,” 
American Historical Review vol. 98, no. 2 (April 1993), 338-53.
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Bermeo and Philip Nord, eds., Civil Society before Democracy: Lessons from Nineteenth-Century 
Europe (Oxford: Rowman & Littlefield, 2000)

Evtuhov, Catherine. The Cross and the Sickle: Sergei Bulgakov and the Fate of Russian Religious 
Philosophy, 1890–1920 (Ithaca, N.Y.: Cornell University Press, 1997).

Freeze, Gregory. “Counter-Reformation in Russian Orthodoxy: Popular Response to Religious Innovation, 
1922–1925,” Slavic Review 54, 2 (Summer 1995): 305–39.

Freeze, Gregory. “Subversive Piety: Religion and the Political Crisis in Late Imperial Russia,” Journal of 
Modern History 68 ( June 1996): 308–50.

Freeze, Gregory. “The Soslovie (Estate) Paradigm and Russian Social History,” American Historical 
Review vol. 91, no.1 (February 1986), 11-36.

Friedgut, Theodore.  Iuzovka in Revolution, 1869-1924.  2 vols. (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
1989 and 1994).

Gatrell, Peter. Government, Industry and Rearmament in Russia 1900–1914: The Last Argument of 
Tsarism (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994).

Getzler, Israel. Martov: A Political Biography of a Russian Social Democrat (Cambridge: Cambridge 
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Geyer, Dietrich.  Lenin in der russischen Sozialdemokratie.  Die Arbeiterbewegung im Zarenreich als 
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23/4 (Dec. 1964): 619–42; 24/1 (Mar. 1965): 1–20.

     Responses:

     Mendel, Arthur P.  “Peasant and Worker on the Eve of the First World War,” Slavic Review 24/1 (March 1965): 23-33.

     Von Laue, Theodore.  “The Chances for Liberal Constitutionalism,” Slavic Review 24/1 (March 1965): 34-46.
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     Rogger, Hans.  “Russia in 1914.” Journal of Contemporary History 1/ 4 (Oct. 1966), 95-119.  

Haimson, Leopold. “‘The Problem of Political and Social Stability in Urban Russia on the Eve of War and 
Revolution’ Revisited,” Slavic Review 59, no. 4 (Winter 2000): 848-75.

Halfin, Igal. From Darkness to Light: Class, Consciousness, and Salvation in Revolutionary Russia 
(Pittsburgh: University of Pittsburgh Press, 2000).

Hildermeier, Manfred. The Russian Socialist Revolutionary Party before the First World War (New York: 
St. Martin’s Press, 2000).

Kotsonis, Yanni. “‘No Place to Go’: Taxation and State Transformation in Late Imperial and Early Soviet 
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Nauka, 1989).

Kotsonis, Yanni. Making Peasants Backward: Agricultural Co-operatives and the Agrarian Question in 
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Press, 1988).

Melancon, Michael. The Socialist Revolutionaries and the Russian Anti-War Movement, 1914– 1917 
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Radkey, Oliver. The Agrarian Foes of Bolshevism (New York: Columbia University Press, 1958).

Read, Christopher. Religion, Revolution and the Russian Intelligentsia, 1900–1912 (London, 1979).

Robinson, Geroid Tanquary. Rural Russia under the Old Regime: A History of the Landlord-Peasant 
World and a Prologue to the Peasant Revolution of 1917 (Berkeley: University of California Press, 
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Rogger, Hans. Russia in the Age of Modernisation and Revolution, 1881–1917 (London: Longman, 
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1983).
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Rosenthal, Bernice Glatzer. New Myth, New World: From Neitzsche to Stalinism (University Park, Pa.: 
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Scherrer, Jutta. “L’Intelligentsia russe: sa quête da la ‘vérité religieuse du socialisme’,” Le temps de la 
Réflexion 2 (1981): 134–51.

Shevzov, Vera. Russian Orthodoxy on the Eve of Revolution (Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2004).

Starr, S. Frederick. “Tsarist Government: The Imperial Dimension,” in Jeremy Azrael, ed. Soviet 
Nationality Policies and Practices (New York, 1978): 3-31.

Steinberg, Mark. Proletarian Imagination: Self, Modernity, and the Sacred in Russia, 1910–1925 (Ithaca, 
N.Y.:Cornell University Press, 2002).

Stites, Richard. TheWomen’s Liberation Movement in Russia (Princeton: Princeton University Press, 
1978).

Stites, Richard. Russian Popular Culture (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1992).

Von Laue, T. H. Sergei Witte and the Industrialization of Russia (New York: Atheneum, 1969).

Wortman, Richard. Scenarios of Power: Myth and Ceremony in Russian Monarchy, 2 vols. (Princeton: 
Princeton University Press, 1995–2000).

Walicki, Andrzej. A History of Russian Thought. From the Enlightenment to Marxism (Stanford: Stanford 
University Press, 1979).

Yaney, George. The Urge to Mobilize: Agrarian Reform in Russia 1861–1930 (Urbana: University of 
Illinois Press, 1982).

Zelnik, Reginald.  “Russian Workers and the Revolutionary Movement,” Journal of Social History Vol. 6, 
No. 2 (Winter, 1972-1973):214-236.

*THE FIRST WORLD WAR, 1914–18
Eley, Geoffrey. “Remapping the Nation: War, Revolutionary Upheaval, and State Formation in Eastern 
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Engel, Barbara Alpern. “Not by Bread Alone: Subsistence Riots in Russia duringWorld War One”, Journal 
of Modern History 69 (1997): 696–721.

Gatrell, Peter. A Whole Empire Walking (Bloomington: Indiana University Press, 1999).

Gatrell, Peter. Russia’s First World War: A Social and Economic History (Harlow: Longman, 2005).

Holquist, Peter. MakingWar, Forging Revolution:Russia’s Continuum of Crisis, 1914–1921 (Cambridge, 
Mass.: Harvard University Press, 2002).

Jahn, Hubertus. Patriotic Culture in Russia during World War I (Ithaca, Cornell University Press: 1995).

Lieven, Dominic. Russia and the Origins of the First World War (New York, 1983).

Lih, Lars.  Bread and Authority in Russia, 1914-1921 (Berkeley: University of California, 1990).

Lohr, Eric. Nationalizing the Russian Empire: The Campaign against Enemy Aliens duringWorld War I 
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Siegelbaum, Lewis. The Politics of Industrial Mobilization, 1914–1917: A Study of the War-Industries 
Committees (New York: St. Martin’s Press, 1983).
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Penguin, 1998).

Von Hagen, Mark. “The Great War and the Mobilization of Ethnicity in the Russian Empire,” in Barnett 
Rubin and Jack Snyder, eds. Post-Soviet Political Order: Conflict and State-building (New York: 
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*REVOLUTIONS, 1917–18
Acton, Edward, Vladimir Iu. Cherniaev, and William G. Rosenberg, eds. Critical Companion to the 

Russian Revolution, 1914–1921 (London: Arnold, 1997).

Anweiler, Oskar. The Soviets: The Russian Workers’, Peasants’ and Soldiers’ Councils, 1905 –21 (New 
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Brovkin, Vladimir. The Mensheviks after October: Socialist Opposition and the Rise of Bolshevik 
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Burdzhalov, E. N. Russia’s Second Revolution: The February 1917 Uprising in Petrograd, trans. Donald 
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University Press, 1992).
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